A Firm Foundation

A Guided Prayer & Devotional Guide
for the Mexico Support Team

Scripture & Service order taken from the CPC publication
Levantaré Mis Manog! Will Lift Up My Hands)
Prayers taken from the Methodist hymnal

Mil Voces Para Celebra Nashville, Abingdon Press 1996.
Devotions written & booklet compiled by Jon Parks, 202802
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INTRO

Welcome tothe Team!

For thethird year in a rowour communityis sending a full mission team to
another ountry. What an amazing step for ocommunityand all its church
familieH L & @at has reqaifedfailh on theart of many people; both
the ones going, and the ones supporting from home.

It takes an entire church to send a team like this. Without the gifts, prayers and
encouragement of smany friends and family, this teamould not be possible.

It takes two teams, reallgii KS YA adaaAizy GSIYS BoyR GKS
welcome to the tearh BEven though youmaynot step on the plane with us, we

hope you will be with us in Spirit as the tearavels and works. Hopefully, this
book will make that possible.

CKNRdzZIK2dzi GKA& 02 foltéaRdifitbm @asgt vegy&hat wilf A
AaK2g @e2dz ¢KIG GKS GSFY Aa R2Ay3 kY
by-day guide that will gie you specific things to think and pray abeaichday.
¢tKSys &2dQfft ©6S NBFIRAYy3I G(GKS &I YS &ON
day, and some devotional thoughts have been added to help you turn your
thoughts toward how God might be calling us torkq right where we are!

We look forward to serving God together with yqgee you when we get
home!

- 2010 Mexico Mission Team
(See the inside back cover for names of
team members)

Ongoing Prayer Needs
t N & T2NX

e Safety on the worksite.

e Good weather (tyjally, temperatures average around
100°F in the shade)

e Relationship with the family and neighbors.

e Relationships within the team.

e Growth in knowledge about God, an understanding of
gKFEG 1SQa R2Ay3 Ay GKS 42N

e Spiritual growth.
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INTRO

Piedras Negras, on thetder between Texas and Mexico.

-~ ™

A typical street scene in the area our team will be building.
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MONDAY

MONDAY JULY 5
The Firm Foundation

Scripture Reading& Devotional Thought

Old TestamentRead Psalm 1274
New TestamentRead Matthew 7:249

¢ 2RI @ Q& spekkabout Bufiding a hougean
appropriate topic for what our church is doing in Mexico this
week! Our physical work will be spent providing a house for a
Mexican family. This piece of land and a house are more than just
shelter to this family it is also a sign of hope and a new
beginning, a step out of poverty. But not all the work in Mexico
will be physical Builders for Chrigs committed to spreading the
D2aLJSt +ta ¢Sttt la o0dZAfRAY3I K2dz
K2dza Sa¢ | dldy udabrése PieliradNNegfas. As we share
D2RQa&a f20S FT2NJ 6KS&aS LIS2LX S o8
missionaries are sowing the spiritual seeds of the Gospel by
visiting and encouraging these families on a regular basis.

So what is our part in this? A workers begin on the
house today, they are doing some of the most important work of
the week. They start on a foundation that has already been
poured and prepared a foundation that is the basis of all that is
done. The vital first courses of corte block will be laid this
morning, and these have to be absolutely straight in order for the
house to be finished correctly. But by this afternoon, the
foundation will be obscured by the walls, and the concrete block
gAff 0SS 02 @S NBkely thaknd Ene whb dziDed Byd
this house will ever notice its most important parts!



MONDAY

Just as those unseen parts are the most important, so is
@2dzNJ LI NI Ay ¢KIFGQa KILIWISyAy3
can do something like this without the supporttaé or her
/| KNARAGALFY FlFYAf&o ¢KIGQa SEIO
formed the churchg a family of people that could support one
another in the work that they were doing. The way God designed
it, no one has a more important part than any othge@ S NE 2 y S ¢
g2N] A& Sldztfte AYLRNIIYyd Ay D
and encouragement are the foundation of the work we will do in
Mexico this week. Your part, though unseen by most, are the
essential building blocks of our mission work in Mexa&a God
will certainly bless you and others through your involvement!

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Now we offer our lives in your service, Lord. May we
please you in all that we do. We give thanks for your
guidance and your blessings overrdabor today. Give us
the satisfaction of carrying out our tasks with joy,
confident in your abundant grace.

(Free prayer for personal needs and for the team)

Specific Prayer Needs for Today
e Early relationships with the family will be built today.
Because there is a language barrier, first impressions will
be very important.
e a2ail 27 GKS
f SINYSR (2R
NP LIS 3 ®¢

G2N)] KI o

S1Qa
t NI & F2NJ L

g S
I & &
In the name of Jesus Chrigird_ord, Amen.
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MONDAY

Benediction
Grace, love and peace now abide with you through Jesus
Christ, our dear Redeemer

Where to start?!Membersof the 2008 team arrivat the
worksite for the first time on Monday mang.



MONDAY

Theteam eats lunch each day at the hotghe meals are
prepared by our own food coordinators.
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TUESDAY

TUESDAYJULY 6
The Real Neighbor

Scripture Reading& Devotional Thought

Old TestamentRead Psalm 63:4
New TestamentRead Luke 10:287

No matter how manytimeg S NBI R AGZ AdQa
challenged by this parable. The teachers of the law were trying to
TAIdNE 2dzi 2dzad K2¢g TFIN GKSé& K
but Jesus reminded them thab oneis exempt from being our
neighbor. Anyone we see ireed is worthy of our help, and this is
exactly who we are commanded to hejmo more and no less!
CKIFGQa GKS GNHzS S3aSyoS 2F YAa

G.dzi o AGHE 6S aleo GdaAaaAh
FINIFglre FyR GStfAy3a GKSYs | 062 dz
NBEYAYRa& dzao ¢ KS { I Yl NXZidafacy,heRA R
was probably making a journey he made every day. Neither did
he prop the injured man up so that he could preach to him. The
{FYIENROGOFLY AYy WS&adzaQ adi2 Méededzy RS
D2RQa f2@S Ay I ctiemwiybEodpgssionandy R
kindness, meeting physical needs.

Missions is right where we are, closer than we sometimes
gl yaG G2 FTRYAOG ola GKS LINARSad |
sometimes easier to go far ay than to reach out to those close
by. Why? Because sometimes, those people who need help in
2dzNJ OAG @ | NB Gqas Ta dzy &H@AMNEBIL (KES
GSttAYy3 gKIG GKSeQff R2 (2 YSH
commitmentca LT L XE2LIQF2NK2@S (2 aid
. SO0FdzaS AUQxay 88L& HAABNARSBAAY
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TUESDAY

G2 ' FINRAOIF (2 aSNWS:zT odzi AT L 2
afraid to let go of our own possessiong . dzi g KIF G0 AF
Ayid2 Yeé OF NK¢

The call of Jesus is never easy, and this is no exception.
We can go halfway around the world to hand out Bibles in Africa,
but if we ignore the hungry person next door we are still missing
something. Where is your mission field today?

Prayers for Blesag and Intercession

Oh God, you are the hope of every corner of the earth; the
God of the spirit of every living thing. Hear our humble
prayer for every race and family of the earth; may every
heart turn to you. Free us of all hatred, prejudice, and
feelings of disdain toward those who are different from us
in race, color, class or creed. For in letting go the things
that divide us, we can allow you to guide us toward a spirit
of unity, in a chain of peace.

(Free prayer for personal needs and for tham)

Specific Prayer Needs for Today

e Thisis along work day. The workers have to finish the
walls today, so that the bond beam can be poured
tomorrow. Pray that the work will go quickly and well.

e Usually by the second day, children from the
neighborholk gAff O2YS o0& G2 LI I &
GKS ySAIKO2NE gl yd G2 (y2s
GSFYQa NBflFIdA2yaKALA gAGK 2
neighborhood.

In the name of Jesus Chrigird_ord, Amen.
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TUESDAY

Benediction
May the grace, love, and peaoéthe Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit be with you and all your loved ones both
now and forever more.

Putting the surface cement on the walls on Tuesday afteriqoon
halfway done!
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WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAYULY 7
A Child Will Show the Way

Scripture Reading& Devotional Thought

From the GospeRead Mark 9:3@7
New TestamentRead John 6:13

How often have we looked at this passage and thought
2YSGKAY3 tA1S GKAaY a{SSz D2R Ol
KAy3 6S 2F7TFSN Kbuygdraps itimBses tiiegans § K
2SS R2y QG 1y26 F2N) adz2NB oKI G GKS f
lunch. Maybe he offered it so that at least Jesus could have something
to eat, or maybe that Jesus would distribute it among his disciples as he
saw best.Whatever his intentions, | doubt that the little boy (or anyone
else, for that matter) expected what Jesus did. To feed a whole
multitude with such a small amount of food is no small task, one that
none of them could have imagined!

QX

What amazes me abotihis story is not that Jesus used the little
028Qa 3IATlO® ¢2 OGUKIFG o02@é3xX KAA avyl
had left in the house& a small gift to us but a very large gift for him
indeed! And on the grand scale of things, how is anything fex afy
larger in comparison? We are tempted to think that we have more to
offer, but do we really? Our best efforts are plagued by-deifbt and
wrong motives. Our most mighty act is tiny in comparison with the
works of God. Even a whole lifetimed#voted service amounts to no
Y2NB Ay D2RQa aA3IKOG GKFry | ar Ol f

No, what is amazing about this staryaboutour story ¢ is that
God chooses to use as$ all. Jesus could have simply said a blessing,
shapped his finger, and madhe whole meal appear out of thin air! It
g2dZ R KIS 06SSy YdzOK Y2NB daYANF Od
applause. In the same way, God could choose to do large and
Gy20A0SFo0ftSé¢ RSSRa Ay GKS g2NI R 2
he chooses taise his children, clumsy and misguided as we sometimes
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WEDNESDAY

are, to do his work in the world. Even though our greatest contribution
may be insignificant in comparison to his power, he takes and makes
something more out of them than we could ever imagine! isg&od

that he chooses to let us be his hands, feet, and mouth in the world!

Prayers for Blessing and Intercession

God, Creator of the universe and of all life, we bless you
and we praise you. We pray for families who must

struggle against violence,justice, and racism daily, for
those who suffer because of unemployment, ignorance,
illness and broken spirits. We pray for the innocent
children who are victims of negligence, abuse and

violence. Guide us in your righteous ways and make us the
Family ofGod.

(Free prayer for personal needs and for the team)

Specific Prayer Needs for Today

Today the team will pour concrete in the bond beam that
tops the walls and holds the house together. This task
requires concentrated effort and coordination. Prfay
harmony and efficiency among the team members.
Because the concrete must set before any more work is
done, the team will have the afternoon off. Thisis a
refreshing time in the middle of the week to relax and see
the town. Pray for rest.

In the nane of Jesus Christ our Lodmnen.

Benediction

Grace, love and peace now abide with you through Jesus

Christ, our dear Redeemer.
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WEDNESDAY

Elizabeth, damily memberfrom our 2008 trippours concrete in the
bond beanon Wednesday

Our team is serenaded by sét players in the crowddéiedras Negras
market
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WEDNESDAY

Wednesday provides a mudieeded chance for a lorgjestd

¢ K S MBt@3&ee and do in the historic downtown square of PN.
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THURSDAY

THURSDAYULY 8
The Bread of Life and the Stream of Living Water

Scripture Reading& Devotional Thought

Old Testamentleremiah 29:1112
New TestamentRead John 6:280

¢CKA& LI aal3asS F2ff26a Of2aSt
story about the feeding of the multitude. The people who had
been fed followed Jesus around to the other side & ke and
approached him casually, but Jesus knew their intent. They
wantedanothersign! They had just seen Jesus casually divide five
biscuits and two fish among more than five thousand people, and
GKSe ¢l yiSR a2YSOUKAY 3 YViemdhke 2
| 245 O2dz R GKSe& gyl lyedKAy3a Y

Contentment and happiness are not to be found in having
the most stuff, in having the very best things. Contentment and
happiness can be had anywhere at any time. In years peest, t
Mexico teams have been amazed as they played with the children
in the streets of Piedras Negras, some of the happiest people you
will ever meet. They are content to run on unpaved roads near
open sewers, while we grumble unhappily about road
constructon and traffic problems. They can stay entertained for
hours with a stick and a ball made of tape, while we find it hard to
sit through three minutes of commercials and complain about the
FILOG GKIFIG GKSNBQa y2GKAy3 G2 ¢
by on a small meal of rice and maybe some meat, while we
mumble about leftovers and throw half our food away. No,
O2yiSyldYSyid R2Say QicitosmgsSvithchawi K
we look at what we have.
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THURSDAY

In the same way, we often find ourselves paralyzedday f
and unbelief. God might be asking the impossible of us, or maybe
something much smaller. Yet, we hold back, afraid to let it go.
GWdzald aK2g YS 2yS Y2NB GKAy3:
1y26 GKAA Aad NAIKGHE 2 @ntimA f f
life, until we realize just how much God has given us and how
much he gives us every day. Only then will we be able to get past
GKS NRIFRoOot201 2F 2dzNJ dailddzFFeé |
in life ¢ faith, peace, hope, and joy that come frdotal faith and
ol yR2y (G2 D2RQa gAff F2NJ 2dzNJ

Prayers for Blessing and Intercession

Thank you, God, for being there; because our spirits may
rise up to you in the clear day or the cloudy night; because
we can discern you in the songs of the ramthe

brilliance of the stars, in the scent of tflewers, and even
Ay GKS réskumying 8apXXGpen our eyes, that we
may clearly see your wonders and our hearts that we may
benefit from you blessings.

(Free prayer for personal needs and tog team)

Specific Prayer Needs for Today

e Thursday is without a doubt the most difficult day of the
week. There is a lot of work to accomplish in a short time.
The work is often tedious and frustrating. Pray for
endurance and good spirits for the teara stress is at its
highest.

e This is also the most dangerous day of the weehkost of
the team members will spend the day on platforms above
the ground, lifting and carrying heavy objects over their
heads. Pray for safety!
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THURSDAY

In the name of Jesus Christ dusrd, Amen.

Benediction
May God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ give all
D2RQa FrFYAf& LISIOS IyR t2@S
his blessing over all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ
with an unshakable love.

Putting up the roof panels orhilirsday morning.
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